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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to the request for reconsideration filed on 
07/31/2009. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant indicated a statement concerning common ownership to disqualify U.S. 
Patent 6,689,055 (Mullen et al.) under 35 U.S.C. § 103(c) as prior art. Applicant's 
arguments and the statement have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of McMorrow et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6,569,097 B1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable by 
McMorrow et al. (hereinafter McMorrow) (U.S. Patent No. 6,569,097 B1). 

A. As per claim 1 , McMorrow teaches a method for managing ultrasound 
examination information, the method comprising: 
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i. determining a completion of at least one ultrasound scan performed 
during an ultrasound examination (McMorrow; col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 5, line 
51 to col. 6, line 3, col. 7, lines 27-40); and 

ii. providing electronic notification of completion of the at least one 
ultrasound scan (McMorrow; col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 5, line 51 to col. 6, line 
3, col. 7, lines 27-40). 

B. As per claim 2, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 1 
further comprising generating an output based upon the electronic notification 
(McMorrow; col. 9, lines 6-52). 

C. As per claim 3, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 2 
wherein the output comprises at least one billing statement (McMorrow; col. 9, 
lines 6-52). 

D. As per claim 4, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 2 
wherein the generating is provided automatically upon the completion of the at 
least one scan (McMorrow; col. 9, lines 6-52). 

E. As per claim 5, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 1 
wherein at least one of the ultrasound scans comprises an unscheduled scan 
(McMorrow; col. 3, lines 1-45). 

F. As per claim 6, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 1 
wherein the electronic notification is provided automatically upon completion of a 
scan (McMorrow; col. 5, line 51 to col. 6, line 3). 
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G. As per claim 7, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 1 
wherein the electronic notification is provided based upon a user input 
(McMorrow; col. 5, line 51 to col. 6, line 3). 

H. As per claim 8, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 1 
further comprising associating completed ultrasound scans with patient 
information (McMorrow; col. 7, lines 27-40). 

I. As per claim 9, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 1 
wherein the generating comprises using at least one predetermined criteria to 
configure the output (McMorrow; col. 9, lines 6-52). 

J. As per claim 10, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 1 
wherein at least one of the ultrasound scans is scheduled and further comprising 
obtaining ultrasound examination information relating to the at least one 
scheduled ultrasound scan (McMorrow; col. 3, lines 1-45). 
K. As per claim 1 1 , McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 10 
further comprising searching a patient database for the ultrasound examination 
information (McMorrow; col. 3, lines 1-45). 

L. As per claim 12, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 1 
wherein at least one of the ultrasound scans is unscheduled and further 
comprising updating ultrasound examination information relating to the at least 
one unscheduled ultrasound scan (McMorrow; col. 3, lines 1-45). 



Application/Control Number: 10/722,267 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3626 

M. As per claim 13, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 1 
wherein the determining comprises receiving a user input indicating the 
completion of at least one scan (McMorrow; col. 7, lines 27-40). 
N. As per claim 14, McMorrow teaches a method for managing ultrasound 
examination information, the method comprising: 

i. searching a database for ultrasound examination information based 
upon a user input, the ultrasound examination information relating to one 
or more ultrasound scans to be performed during an ultrasound 
examination (McMorrow; col. 3, lines 1-45); and 

ii. generating an output based upon an electronic notification that at 
least one of the one or more ultrasound scans is complete, the output 
corresponding to the ultrasound examination information and provided 
remote from an ultrasound system used to perform the ultrasound 
examination (McMorrow; col. 4, lines 48-67, col. 5, line 34 to col. 6, line 
31). 

O. As per claim 15, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 14 
wherein the output comprises at least one billing statement (McMorrow; col. 9, 
lines 6-52). 

P. As per claim 16, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 14 
wherein a separate output is generated in connection with each electronic 
notification (McMorrow; col. 5, line 34 to col. 6, line 31). 
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Q. As per claim 17, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 14 
further comprising configuring the output based upon predefined criteria 
(McMorrow; col. 5, line 34 to col. 6, line 31). 

R. As per claim 18, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 14 
wherein the electronic notification is generated based upon a user input 
(McMorrow; col. 5, line 34 to col. 6, line 31). 

S. As per claim 19, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 14 
wherein the electronic notification is automatically generated upon completion of 
an ultrasound scan (McMorrow; col. 5, line 34 to col. 6, line 31, col. 7, lines 27- 
40). 

T. As per claim 20, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 14 
wherein the electronic notification is dynamically generated (McMorrow; col. 5, 
line 34 to col. 6, line 31 , col. 7, lines 27-40). 

U. As per claim 21 , McMorrow teaches a user interface for an ultrasound 
system comprising: 

i. a control portion for controlling operation of an ultrasound system 
(McMorrow; col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 5, line 34 to col. 6, line 31); and 

ii. a menu portion for receiving a user input indicating the completion 
of at least one ultrasound scan, an electronic notification generated based 
upon the user input and used by a remote system for generating an output 
based upon ultrasound examination information (McMorrow; col. 3, lines 
1-45, col. 5, line 34 to col. 6, line 31). 
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V. As per claim 22, McMorrow teaches a user interface in accordance with 
claim 21 wherein the menu portion is configured to allow for selection of a 
plurality of user screens, at least one of the screens providing fields for searching 
the ultrasound examination information (McMorrow; col. 7, lines 7-20). 
W. As per claim 23, McMorrow teaches a method in accordance with claim 1 
further comprising providing electronic notification of at least one of an update 
and change to the at least one ultrasound scan (McMorrow; col. 8, lines 38-51). 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McMorrow et al. (hereinafter McMorrow) (U.S. Patent No. 6,569,097 B1) in view of 
Examiner's Official Notice. 

A. Claim 24 recites a method in accordance with claim 1 further comprising 
providing electronic notification after an expiration of a predetermined time period 
for the at least one ultrasound scan. 

McMorrow does not explicitly disclose providing electronic notification after 
an expiration of a predetermined time period for the at least one 
ultrasound scan, per se McMorrow teaches electronic notification of 
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completion of a scan (McMorrow; col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 5, line 34 to col. 6, 
line 31 and col. 7, lines 27-40). 

However, the Examiner takes official notice that it was well known in the 
electronic medical recording arts to provide a notification when a 
predetermined time period expires for a certain work. The motivation 
would have been to alert the medical providers. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not used prior art teach Medical billing method and 
system 20020148893, Ultrasound probe with integrated electronics 20040015079, 
Patient scheduling, tracking and status system 20040019501, System and method 
supporting imaging and monitoring applications 7549961 B1. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DILEK B. COBANOGLU whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8295. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

9. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher L. Gilligan can be reached on 571-272-6770. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

10. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Dilek B Cobanoglu/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3626 
9/10/2009 



